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admit that I have taken a dislike to blankets and clean sheets
since I sailed off in my galley and said farewell to the snow-
capped hills of Crete. So I will lie just as I have often lain and
kept vigil in the past. For manys the night I've spent on some
unseemly couch, waiting for the gold light of the blessed Dawn.
Nor does the prospect of a foot-bath appeal to me much. I
shouldn't care for any of your maid-servants here to touch my
feet, unless there is some old and respectable dame who has had
as much experience in life as I have. If there is such a one, I
should not object to her handling my feet.'
To which the wise Penelope replied: 'My dear friend - as I
cannot help calling the wisest guest this house has ever wel-
comed from abroad, for you put everything so well and you
talk so sensibly -1 have just such an old woman, a decent soul,
who faithfully nursed my unhappy husband and brought him
up; in fact she took him in her arms the moment he was born,
She shall wash your feet, although she 5s somewhat past her
work. Come, Eurycleia, and do this service for one who is of the
same age as your master. Yes, and no doubt Odysseus' hands and
feet are like our guest's by now, for men age quickly in mis-
fortune.'
At this, the old woman covering her face with her hands
burst into tears and gave voice to her grief: ^as, my child, that
there shouldn't be a thing that I can do for you! Zeus must in-
deed have hated you above all men, god-fearing though you
were. For no one ever burnt for the Thunderer so many fat
pieces from the thigh and such choice sacrifices as you used to
offer him when you prayed that you might age in comfort and
see your son grow up like a prince. Yet you are the only one of
whose home-coming he has said:" It shall not be." I keep think-
ing of the women in some foreign land mocking my master
when he called at this great house or that, just as you, sir, have
been mocked by all these bitches here, whose insolence and
vulgar gibes you wished to spare yourself when you refused to
let them wash your feet. Well, my wise Queen has given me the
task, and I am most willing. I will bathe your feet, both for

